
Sponsorship
Prospectus 2027

March 31 – April 1, 2027
GW Student Center · Washington, D.C.

Third annual
Presented by the GW Open Source Program Office

H O S T E D  B Y



Open source, from the
nation's capital
The George Washington University is the only R1 research institution with an
engineering school in Washington, D.C. — and OSCON is where that position gets
put to work.

At GW we believe in the power of open source
to drive innovation and education. Our location
lets us foster meaningful connections between
academia, industry, and government that are
hard to build anywhere else.

This conference celebrates the contributions of
students, faculty, researchers, and professionals who
shape the future through open source. Two days of
talks, panels, hands-on contributor lessons, and an
art show bring newcomers and maintainers into the
same room.

We invite you to join us as a partner in our third year
of this event. Sponsors sit at the center of it — in the
contributor hub, on the stage, and in the
conversations that happen between sessions.

Open source benefits humanity as a

whole.

FROM ATTENDEE FEEDBACK, 2026

250
AT T E N D E E S  I N  2 0 2 6

70
P R E S E N T E R S

2
F U L L DAY S

300+
TA R G E T F O R  2 0 2 7

THE CONTRIBUTOR HUB — WHERE SPONSORS, FOOD, SWAG, AND CONVERSATION LIVE

G W  O P E N  S O U R C E  C O N F E R E N C E  ·  2 0 2 7 0 2



Who's in the room

GW draws an audience you cannot assemble from
any single sector.

Researchers &
professors
Leading groundbreaking
projects built on open
source software

Students & developers
Contributing code to
important open source
projects

Policy makers &
government
Working on tech policy
and open government
initiatives

Industry leaders
Driving open source
strategy inside their
companies

CROSS-SECTOR AUDIENCE, 2026

W H O  AT T E N D S 0 3

AT T E N D E E  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S TAT U S  ·  2 0 2 6  C O N F E R E N C E

250
AT T ENDEE S

47.6%

Students
Graduate 31.4% · Undergraduate 10.8%
· PhD 5.4%

16.5%

Industry

15.9%

University staff
6.9%

Faculty

6.0%

Government
4.5%

NGO

2.7%

Alumni

S E C T O R  D I S T R I B U T I O N  A M O N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  AT T E N D E E S

Industry 55

Government 20

NGO 15

COUNT OF PRIMARY POSITION ·  2026 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION



Two days built for
contributors
Our second annual conference hosted roughly 250 attendees and 70 presenters
over two full days. Here is what the first two OSCONs delivered.

Experts from every corner

Open source practitioners from government, NGOs,
industry, and academia — on stage and in the hallway.

NASA CMS NIST GSA Linux Foundation OSI

DC Civic Tech Nava OpenTeams AWS Posit Dell

GitHub Google Meta GW Provost GW CIO

Ways in for newcomers

Lightning talks, hands-on contributor lessons, and an art
show — all designed to engage students and others who
have never filed a pull request.

Panels on what matters now

Government, industry, and academia debating timely open
source topics — including open source AI.

Time to actually talk

A VIP dinner for presenters and sponsors, plus breaks
throughout the conference at our contributor hub, where
sponsors, activities, swag, food, and coffee are available.

MAIN STAGE, GW STUDENT CENTER CROSS-SECTOR PANEL DISCUSSION

W H AT  H A P P E N S  AT  O S C O N 0 4

2 0 2 7  K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

Nithya Ruff
Chair of the Linux Foundation Board

Additional speakers to be announced.



What people say
afterwards

It's really inspiring to be welcomed into a

community of genuinely excited and

passionate people… I am still in awe of the

work that contributors take on, simply because

they believe in their project and they believe

that open source benefits humanity as a

whole.

The networking

opportunities were

wonderful. The fact that

sponsor representatives

were there was extremely

valuable.

I loved seeing the strong

emphasis on community

and collaboration.

CONTRIBUTOR HUB, 2026

OSCON was an incredible experience! I had the opportunity to speak with a variety of

contributors, and through these conversations, presentations, and panels, I truly saw how open

source is making a positive impact in our world.

AT T E N D E E  F E E D B A C K 0 5



Why sponsor
GW's OSCON
OSCON is a platform for collaboration and a showcase of the future of
technology. Sponsoring gives you five things at once.

0 1

Engage key innovators
Meet the people actually maintaining and shipping
open source, not just talking about it.

0 2

Strengthen your D.C. presence
Put your brand in front of the Washington, D.C.
technology and policy community.

0 3

Show your commitment
Demonstrate your company's investment in open
source and innovation to an audience that can tell the
difference.

0 4

Network across sectors
Policy makers, academic leaders, students, federal
agencies, and open source champions, in one venue.

0 5

Support the next generation of contributors
Nearly half the room is a student. Sponsorship directly funds the lessons, travel, and hospitality
that bring them from curious to contributing — at one of the nation's top universities.

W H Y  S P O N S O R 0 6



Sponsorship at a glance
Two levels, eleven slots. Both put you in the contributor hub with a table, a stage
moment, and your logo on event signage and the website.

S P O N S O R S H I P  B E N E F I T Gold

3  AVA I L A B L E

Silver

8  AVA I L A B L E

Speaking opportunity
Content must be approved by the Program Committee. Based on
availability.

15-minute
featured session

5-minute
presentation

Greenroom access
Large private space for sponsors and presenters

Exhibit table
6' table, two chairs, outlet access, and conference wifi in the
Contributor Hub

Promotional recognition
On event signage and the conference website

Verbal and logo
recognition

Logo
recognition

Social media promotion
From GW OSPO social handles

1 post + 1 re-share 1 shared post

Conference passes
Plus a 50% discount on additional passes

8 4

Post-event data report
Attendance and engagement summary

S P O N S O R S H I P  C O S T
$10,000 $5,000

*Start-ups and non-profits may secure a Silver Sponsorship for US $3,000 provided they: (1) have been in business less than 3 years; (2) have less than $5M in
annual revenue; and (3) have less than 30 employees at signing of contract.

R E A D Y  T O  C L A I M  A  S L O T ?

Gold sponsorships are limited to three. Email david.lippert@gwu.edu to reserve yours.

S P O N S O R S H I P  L E V E L S 0 7



Ready to sponsor?
Don't miss this opportunity to align your brand with the open source community
and innovation at one of the nation's leading universities.

S P O N S O R S H I P  I N Q U I R I E S

David Lippert
Director, GW Open Source Program Office

david.lippert@gwu.edu

G E T T I N G  H E R E

The GW campus in Foggy Bottom sits in the heart of
Washington, D.C., close to three major airports — Ronald
Reagan Washington National, Washington Dulles
International, and Baltimore Washington International — as
well as Union Station for bus and rail.

O N  C A M P U S

Public transportation is at your doorstep. The Foggy
Bottom/GWU Metro stop on the Orange, Blue, and Silver
lines is right on campus, just blocks from the conference
venue at the GW Student Center.

Gold

3  AVA I L A B L E $10,000
Silver

8  AVA I L A B L E $5,000

March 31 – April 1, 2027
GW Student Center · Washington, D.C.
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